COMMUNICATION
CONSIDERATIONS A-Z

Auditory-Verbal Therapy

What is Auditory-Verbal Therapy?

In the typical Auditory-Verbal Therapy (A-V) model, listening is the
primary avenue for the child to learn language. Hearing aids, cochlear
implants and other recommended hearing technologies are used to help
the child hear spoken language, which provides the foundation for learn-
ing how to talk. Signs are not used in the A-V approach; however, natural
gestures that are used in typical conversation are included.

What issues are at the forefront of Auditory-Verbal Therapy?

Auditory-Verbal Therapy is provided by professionals from the fields of
speech/language pathology, audiology and education of the deaf and
hard of hearing. Those professionals with the designation Cert. AV'T have
tulfilled the requirements to be certified Auditory-Verbal Therapists. Oth-
ers may practice Auditory-Verbal Therapy, and may be working towards
certification. Families are encouraged to ask about the professional’s back-
ground, training and experience.

What should every parent or professional know about
Auditory-Verbal Therapy?

Auditory-Verbal Therapy can be used with most children; regardless of
whether that child’s hearing loss is in the mild through profound range.
The goal is for the child to develop age-appropriate language abilities while
living and learning fully in the mainstream, from the time the hearing

loss is identified. Families who choose A-V are committed to working as
partners with their child’s A-V therapist. The role of the A-V professional
is to inform, coach and support families as they learn how to be the most
important teacher in their child’s life.
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Where else can I find information about Auditory-Verbal Therapy?

Alexander Graham Bell Academy for Listening and Spoken Language
www.agbellacademy.org
02-337-5220

50 Frequently Asked Questions About Auditory-Verbal Therapy
Warren Estabrooks, M.Ed. Cert. AVT

Learning To Listen Foundation

Available at www.agbell.org

Children With Hearing Loss: Developing Listening and Talking Birth to Six
Elizabeth Cole, Ed.D, CCC-A, Cert. AVT
Carol Flexer, Ph.D., CCC-A, Cert. AVT

Plural Publishing (www.pluralpublishing.com)
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Commaunication Considerations A to Z™is a series from Hands & Voices that's designed to help families and the profes-
sionals working with them access information and further resources to assist them in raising and educating children
who are deaf or hard of hearing. We've recruited some of the best in the business to share their insights on the many
diverse considerations that play into communication modes & methods, and so many other variables that are part of
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